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DATA BOOK PROFILES STATUS OF MONTANA CHILDREN
MISSOULA The new 2009 KIDS COUNT Data Book provides state and national data on the well
being of children and families, including state and national comparisons in 10 areas of child
well-being. This year’s publication reveals that since 2000 Montana improved on three of the
10 measures affecting child well-being, experienced six setbacks and saw no change in one
since 2000.
The KIDS COUNT Data Book is available online at http://www.aecf.org. Some
statistical highlights include:
Teen birth rate rises to highest level in a decade.
Montana’s teen birth rate has increased between 2000 and 2006, from 37 to 40 births
per 1,000 females ages 15 to 19. Montana’s teen birth rate in 2006 is at its highest level since
1995, when it was 42 births per 1,000 teens.
Teen death rate falls.
Montana’s teen death rate decreased 14 percent, from 98 deaths per 100,000 teens ages
16 to 19 in 2000 to 84 deaths per 100,000 teens in 2006. The state’s rate, however, is well
above the U.S. rate of 64 deaths per 100,000.

Percentage of low-birth-weight babies increases.
The percentage of low-birth-weight babies in Montana increased 18 percent, from 6.2
percent in 2000 to 7.3 percent in 2006. Despite this rise, Montana’s share of low-birth-weight
babies remains below the U.S. level of 8.3 percent.
Montana ranks well for children living in single-parent families.
At 26 percent, Montana ranks fifth lowest nationwide in the share of children living in
single-parent families. Throughout the decade Montana has consistently fared better than the
nation as a whole on this measure.
The 20th annual data book also contains the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s essay that
takes stock of the country’s progress in keeping track of child well-being.
This year’s book is complemented by the expanded KIDS COUNT Data Center, which
contains hundreds of measures of child well-being covering national, state, county and city
information. To access information for Montana, visit http://datacenter.kidscount.org/m t.
The Montana KIDS COUNT program is funded through the Annie E. Casey
Foundation and is a statewide effort to identify the status and well-being of Montana children
by collecting data about them and publishing an annual data book.
The Annie E. Casey Foundation is a private charitable organization dedicated to helping
build better futures for disadvantaged children in the United States. The primary mission of the
foundation is to foster public policies, human-service reforms and community supports that
more effectively meet the needs of today’s vulnerable children and families.
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